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directly to the Palestinian Authority if any
representative political party holding a ma-
jority of parliamentary seats within the Pal-
estinian Authority maintains a position call-
ing for the destruction of Israel; considered
and agreed to.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 408
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
408, a bill to provide for programs and
activities with respect to the preven-
tion of underage drinking.
S. 731
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 731, a bill to recruit and retain
more qualified individuals to teach in
Tribal Colleges or Universities.
S. 843
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 843, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to combat autism
through research, screening, interven-
tion and education.
S. 910
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
910, a bill to require that health plans
provide coverage for a minimum hos-
pital stay for mastectomies,
lumpectomies, and lymph node dissec-
tion for the treatment of breast cancer
and coverage for secondary consulta-
tions.
S. 1215
At the request of Mr. GREGG, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. DEMINT) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1215, a bill to authorize
the acquisition of interests in under-
developed coastal areas in order better
to ensure their protection from devel-
opment.
S. 1419
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1419, a bill to maintain
the free flow of information to the pub-
lic by providing conditions for the fed-
erally compelled disclosure of informa-
tion by certain persons connected with
the news media.
S. 1504
At the request of Mr. BUNNING, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1504, a bill to establish a market driven
telecommunications marketplace, to
eliminate government managed com-
petition of existing communication
service, and to provide parity between
functionally equivalent services.
S. 1530
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1530, a bill to provide a Fed-
eral tax exemption for forest conserva-
tion bonds, and for other purposes.
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S. 1691
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1691, a bill to amend selected statutes
to clarify existing Federal law as to
the treatment of students privately
educated at home under State law.
S. 1710
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. CHAFEE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1710, a bill to amend section 255 of
the National Housing Act to remove
the limitation on the number of re-
verse mortgages that may be insured
under the FHA mortgage insurance
program for such mortgages.
S. 1727
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1727, a bill to provide grants for pros-
ecutions of cases cleared through use of
DNA backlog clearance fund.
S. 1948
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1948, a bill to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to issue regulations to
reduce the incidence of child injury
and death occurring inside or outside
of passenger motor vehicles, and for
other purposes.
S. 2039
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2039, a bill to provide for loan repay-
ment for prosecutors and public defend-
ers.
S. 2178
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2178, a bill to make the stealing
and selling of telephone records a
criminal offense.
S. 2182
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. ALLARD), the Senator from South
Carolina (Mr. DEMINT), the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) and the
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2182, a
bill to terminate the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, and for other purposes.
S. 2183
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2183, a bill to provide for necessary
beneficiary protections in order to en-
sure access to coverage under the Medi-
care part D prescription drug program.
S. 2201
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. CLINTON) and the Senator from
Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2201, a bill to amend
title 49, United States Code, to modify
the mediation and implementation re-
quirements of section 40122 regarding
changes in the Federal Aviation Ad-
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ministration personnel management
system, and for other purposes.
S. 2206

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
ENSIGN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2206, a bill to amend title X of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to prohibit fam-
ily planning grants from being awarded
to any entity that performs abortions.

S. RES. 355

At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the names of the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. DoDD), the Senator
from Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY), the Senator
from Oregon (Mr. SMITH) and the Sen-
ator from Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 355, a
resolution honoring the service of the
National Guard and requesting con-
sultation by the Department of Defense
with Congress and the chief executive
officers of the States prior to offering
proposals to change the National
Guard force structure.

S. RES. 357

At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 357, a resolution desig-
nating January 2006 as ‘‘National Men-
toring Month”.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BYRD (for himself, Mr.
ROCKEFELLER, and Mr. KEN-
NEDY):

S. 2231. A bill to direct the Secretary
of Labor to prescribe additional coal
mine safety standards, to require addi-
tional penalties for habitual violators,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
it is my honor today to join with my
colleague Senator BYRD, who I am sure
will be here very shortly. We are very
proud to announce that we are, as an
entire West Virginia delegation, intro-
ducing the Federal Mine Safety and
Health Act of 2006.

The last few weeks have been an
emotional roller coaster in West Vir-
ginia and across large parts of the
country as we watched the damage and
the pain and the crying and the anger
because of a series of coal mine acci-
dents that happened in West Virginia
where 14 miners lost their lives and in
the State of Kentucky where a miner
lost his life. There is no real way of de-
scribing the sadness and the grief of
being with families as they find out
their coal-miner spouses are no longer
alive.

Everybody understands that coal
mining is very dangerous, but you go
in every day with the hope that it will
be all right. It is a way of life. People
ask, Why do you go into coal mining?
They go into coal mining to keep the
lights of America on and they do it to
earn a good wage.

What we have to do is make sure the
legacy of these 15 miners who died—1
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